OHIO COMMUNITY COLLEGE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

GOLF LEAGUE BY-LAWS & ORGANIZATION

I.  CONFERENCE SETUP

A. The league will be comprised of one division for scheduling purposes

B. The OCCAC League schools are Cincinnati St, Columbus St CC, Owens CC, Lorain CCC, and Lakeland CC in the north

C. Each School will host an OCCAC League Match at a Regulation 18-Hole Golf Course.

D. Points are awarded for 1rst, 2nd, and 3rd place at League Matches are 5, 4, 3, 2, & 1 point(s) respectively.  

E. At the end of the OCCAC Schedule, an OCCAC State Championship Tournament is to be played.  Owens CC will host the OCCAC State Championship Golf Tournament at Belmont CC in Toledo, Ohio for the next 2 years, if possible.  Preferable dates are on Mondays and are currently slated to start at 8:30 am to allow for 36-holes of play.  If not, we will arrange for a neutral site, alternating between the north & south each year.  Possible sites are Hawthorne Hills in Lima, or Locust Hills in Springfield for this tournament.  Points will be awarded as a double 18-hole match, ie., …10, 8, 6, 4, & 2. (as in 2/18 hole events) in a 36-hole event.   

F. All regular tournament matches are to be 18 hole one-day events.

G. A team will  consist of 4, 5, or 6 players with the low 4 scores determining the team score.

H. If weather causes a tournament to be cancelled and not able to be made up.  The standings will be calculated on the tournament rounds completed.

I. Coaches are permitted to be on the golf course to observe and coach players, if desired.  Though, coaches must not interfere with the pace of play.  Stroke penalty(s) may be assessed to the offending team/player for slowing play & after a warning is issued from the Tournament Director.

J. All League Honors will go to the top Ten (10) player based on stroke average from Conference Tournaments.  The Conference Medallist will be the golfer with the low stroke average.  A golfer must record scores in all Conference tournaments to be eligible for All-Conference Honors.  All Conference golfers will receive a plague for their accomplishment.  The overall Conference Medallist will be the golfer with the low stroke average form each Division Tournament and the OCCAC Championship Tournament and shall be deemed the Player of the Year.

K. The conference coaches will vote for a Coach of the Year Honor at the end of the season either at the OCCAC Championships or at the last OCCAC  golf tournament of the year.

II. CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS

A. Rules of play begin with all golfers using the blue or black (back) tee markers as the teeing ground.  The golf course’s hole tee markers that are to be used in a tournament.  May be modified by the tournament director in consideration of the golf course, its condition, and the weather. 

B. After all players have recorded their scores and in the event of a tie for any awarded place in Conference Tournaments, there will not be a playoff on the golf course.  Awards will be determined by a scorecard playoff.  The method of a scorecard playoff would be a comparison of the 1.) Back-nine totals, 2.) Last 6-hole totals, 3.) Last 3-hole totals.  If the tie is still not broken, then the same procedure will be used on the Front-Nine Totals.

C. Tournament Scoring Responsibilities will be under the responsibility of the Tournament Director (& host school/coach) for each Conference Tournament.

D. Awards for each Conference Tournament will not be given.  Only awards for All-Conference will be given at the end of the season.

E. Women playing on the men’s team must play from the same teeing markers.

F. All Tournaments must be played on an 18-hole golf course.

G. No team members are permitted back on the golf course after completing a round except during a playoff.  Breach of this rule will result in a two-stroke penalty added to that golfer’s 18-hole score.

H. Tournament play and team pairings will be determined by the Tournament Director one day prior to the playing of the tournament.  Not more than one golfer from each school is to be in the same pairing.  Threesomes are the preferred method of pairings.  If unable to create a threesome than add a fourth to make a foursome.  Avoid twosomes unless the golfers are extras and will not be used as scoring members of a team.  Use extra golfers to add to a twosome.  Any team that brings extra golfers to a tournament should offer to compensate the tournament host for the added green fees and any added costs for including the extra golfers.

I. A two-stroke penalty shall be assessed for any golfer missing an assigned tee time.  Disqualification of the tardy golfer will be imposed should any member of the tardy golfer’s playing group hole out, on the first hole of play, prior to the tardy golfer’s arrival on the first holes’ tee box area.

J. Each golfer shall have a scorecard and will trade the scorecard with another in the threesome for score keeping purposes.  Each golfer will also keep his/her score on that scorecard.  At the end of the round, the golfers will check the recorded scores against the other scorecards making sure the hole-by-hole scores are correct and the same and are recorded legibly.  Both golfers are to sign the scorecard and turn all scorecards in together.  The scorecard becomes “official” when the scorecard is signed and turned in to the official scorer.

K. Each golfer must identify his/her golf ball with distinctive markings on the ball prior to play.  School logos or initials are not sufficient enough markings for identification purposes on the golf course.

L. The school’s golf coach or a school-designated individual must supervise all of the team participants.  Student participants cannot assume this responsibility.

M. There will be no advice exchanged between competitors or teammates during a round.

N. Appropriate dress is mandatory during an OCCAC Golfing event.  The host golf course sets the standard for dress.  All golfers and coaches or individuals associated with a member school must wear a collared shirt in tournament play.  Mock turtleneck shirts are acceptable.  Not tank tops, cutoffs, or denim is acceptable.  Cargo pants are to be discouraged.  The host golf course dictates what determines appropriate dress per the USGA & NJCAA rules.

O. The rules committee will consist of all league coaches and the head pro at the host golf course.  In the event of a rules violation, at least 3 coaches and the head pro will make the rules compliance decision.  The coach of the player involved in any rules question cannot be involved in on any rules decision.

P. Spectators must maintain a clear distance from golfers and must not talk to the golfers, advise, or inform, any of the golfers.  Spectators must not take positions out in front of the golfers they are watching, but must stay 50 feet behind the playing group.  The penalty for each violation is 1-stroke on the golfers score as called by the Tournament Director & Rules Committee.  Spectators will not be allowed to ride motorized carts.  Each school’s coach has the responsibility of advising their own spectators.  The Tournament Director will issue a warning for the first occurrence and then a 1-stroke penalty will be assessed on the second occurrence. 

Q. Each school shall pay all costs associated with hosting it’s own OCCAC Golf Tournament.  

R. Each host school shall provide lunch for all players and coaches during their tournament.

S. The OCCAC Conference Championship tournament cost is not to exceed $275 per team.

T. An OCCAC Conference Championship plaque, a Conference Runner-up Plaque, 12 All-Conference awards and the Coach of the Year plaque shall be supplied by the OCCAC.  All other awards shall be split evenly among the schools.

U. Players may be penalized for failure to observe the proper etiquette and the rules of golf.

V. The OCCAC Conference Coaches will vote each week for the “Player of the Week”.  Ballots are due and to be sent confidentially via e-mail to the OCCAC Golf Chairman or designated party each Monday at noon following the weekend of league play.

W. Competing golfers may not be aided by the use of caddies, motorized carts, or pull carts unless granted special permission by the rules committee.  Exceptions may be granted because of injury or physical handicap.

X. The USGA, NJCAA, and OCCAC rules govern all play.

III. SUB REGIONAL TOURNAMENT – DIVISION II

A. The Division II Sub Regional will be the OCCAC Conference Championship.

B.  All applicable USGA, NJCAA and OCCAC rules govern all sub regional tournaments unless otherwise noted.

C. In the event of inclement weather, darkness, or unplayable grounds, the tournament shall be decided by the last 9-holes completed provided all golfers have played the same 9-holes.  If not, the round is not complete and will be considered a washout.

D. In the event that the second round cannot be completed because of weather, darkness, or unplayable grounds.  Play shall be suspended with the last completed 9-holes counting as the end of the tournament provided all players have completed play on the same 9-holes.  

E. Players may be penalized for failure to observe the proper etiquette and the rules of golf.

F. Competing golfers may not be aided by the use of motorized carts, caddies, or pull carts.  Unless granted special permission by the rules committee.   

G. No golfer(s) are permitted back on the golf course after completing a round except during a playoff.  Breach of this rule will result in a two-stroke penalty added to that golfer’s 18-hole score.

H. All of these rules and regulations and procedures apply to the sub-regional tournament as well as all OCCAC Conference Tournaments and the OCCAC State Championship.

I. Qualifying for Division II Regional Tournament will be comprised of half the number of teams that play the regular Conference and ties rounded up.  Example:  If 3 teams play during the regular season, than 2 teams would qualify.  Should the 2nd & 3rd place teams tie, both the 2nd & 3rd place teams would qualify for the Regional Tournament.  Determining how an Individual(s) qualifies for the Regional Tournament is calculated by the amount of teams multiplied by two.  Example:  If one team qualifies, two individuals would qualify.  If two teams qualify, four individuals would qualify for the Regional Tournament.  

J. If a team qualifies for the Regional Tournament with a female who will be participating in the Women’s National Tournament, and this team has only three players left on its roster, the next best scoring team will go and the remaining three for the former men’s team will go to the Regional Tournament as individuals.  

IV. SUB-REGIONAL TROPHIES and AWARDS

A. There will be no awards given for the Sub-Regional Tournament.

V. WOMEN’S DIVISION

A. The recommended yardage for a women’s golf course is 6,000 yards.

B. All Women’s competition will be comprised of 18-holes.

C. Women are to tee from the Red Tee Markers.

D. When possible, start the Women’s pairings off the back tees when the men start of the front tees and visa versa.

E. The USGA, NJCAA, & the OCCAC Golf Bylaws govern play.

VI. PROPOSED 2009 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

APRIL 14

COLUMBUS ST @ Scioto Reserve

APRIL 17 

OWENS CC @ Belmont CC

APRIL 23

LORAIN CCC @ Elyria CC

APRIL 24

LAKELAND CC @ Quail Hollow Resort

May 1

CINCINNATI ST @ Wildwood CC

May 4

OCCAC CHAMPIONSHIP @ Belmont CC
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