FORFEIT POLICY

I. CANCELED GAMES/MATCHES

Definition-a competition scheduled, but not played (or started) due to situations beyond control.

A. Possible reasons for canceling event:

1. Program dropped or suspended by the institution's administration for the remainder of the year.

2. Inability to field a regulation number of eligible players due to sickness or eligibility problems.

3. Act of God (weather, accident, etc.).

B. Consequences/Penalties

4. Every effort should be made to play scheduled games/matches season by the Administration.  The re-scheduling of any game/match that had to be canceled should be done within 48 hours
5. Conference games/matches should take priority over other games/matches If qualification standards are needed for seeding or entering Region Tournaments.

6. If a team canceled their season, or is suspended in mid season,

That team is not eligible for conference championship play

The team is not eligible for Region Tournament play or honors

7. Games played prior to the suspension of the season would count in overall won/lost records of all teams involved.  However, they would not count in conference records for any team.

8. Teams must receive notice of at least 48 hours for canceled games due to suspended seasons.

If notice is not received within 48 hours, the offending team will pay any costs incurred due to the cancellation.

Copies of letters of cancellation should be sent to the respective Conference Commissioner and Region Director of the sport involved.

II. DEFAULTED GAME/MATCH

B. Definition-inability to complete a game or match in progress

Possible reasons for defaulted contest:

1. Injuries which reduce the number of available players below the minimum to continue according to the rules of the respective sport.

2. Game sanctions which reduce the required number of players or coaches below the minimum to continue play.

Consequences/Penalties

3. A loss is sustained and a win is awarded to the opponent.  The score would be determined by the rules of play of the respective sport.

III. FORFEITED GAME/MATCH

A. Definition-occurs when a team could play but refuses to play or continue to play a scheduled contest.

B. Possible reasons for forfeiting game/match

1. Team decimated by injuries or illness, and coach feels it is not competitive.

2. Coach withdraws the team from competition over a dispute with the officials.

3. Coach or school refuses to honor a scheduled contest to save money.

C. Consequences/Penalties

1. The respective Region Director and Conference Commissioner shall be notified immediately.  The incident would be immediately put under review by the Ethics Committees of both the Conference and the Region.  Further sanctions may be determined by either or both Ethics Committees. 

2. A forfeit assessed for refusing to begin play would not count as game played, therefore no win or loss would be granted.

3. Pending review, if a team forfeits a contest, that team is immediately suspended from conference competition and is not eligible for conference championship play, nor is the team eligible for Region Tournament play or honors. (All future games are simply counted as regular season, non-conference games)

4. Games played with the offending team would count in overall won/lost records of all teams involved.  However, they would not count in conference records for any team.

5. The offending team would be assessed a $100 fine which would be payable to the respective Region.  The offending team would also be responsible for additional costs incurred due to the cancellation if they failed to notify their opponent of their intent not to play within 48 hours.

