OHIO COMMUNITY COLLEGE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

CODE OF CONDUCT
Athletes participating in intercollegiate teams in the OCCAC represent their institution, the conference and collegiate athletics in general.  It is expected that all team representatives must display sportsmanlike conduct at all times.  This is to include, but not be limited to, showing respect and courtesy for players, coaches, officials, fans, as well as the personnel and property of the other institutions.  At no time will the OCCAC or its representative institutions condone verbal or physical abuse of either persons or property.

NOTE:
  Generalized statements and definitions pertain to all OCCAC sports.

The OCCAC recognizes two (2) types of unsportsmanlike behavior for all sports sanctioned by the conference, these being:

Excessive verbal or other non-contact abuse: Defined by the reigning official for the particular contest/sport.

Physical Altercation: Defined as any physical contact not associated with the normal playing of any athletic contest.

Offenses in either of these situations well be dealt with in the following manner by the conference institutions involved and the OCCAC Ethics Committee.

PRE AND POST GAME VERBAL OR NON-CONTACT ABUSE

I. Coaches and school officials are responsible for the curtailing of any recognizable verbal or other non-contact abuse. 

A. See Complaint Procedure.

PHYSICAL ABUSE

I. The host institution’s Director of Athletics must contact the Ethics Committee Chairperson at the first opportunity and advise said chairperson of the incident.

II. Any physical abuse involving a member OCCAC institution shall result in a minimum one game/date suspension.  Further sanctions may be imposed upon review of the Ethics Committee.

III. The Ethics Committee Chairperson should receive the written officials’ account no later then 48 hours following the incident, and both coaches must submit letters of support to the committee chair within the 48-hour time frame.

IV. The host institution is responsible (at its own expense) for videotaping each home contest of OCCAC league basketball.  It is also up to each member institution to acquire a responsible individual to handle this task. Taping will begin at the commencement of the warm-up sessions for both teams and end when both teams have left the playing floor.

V. If an altercation develops during a league basketball contest, the videotape is to be mailed to the Ethics Committee Chairperson for review by him/her and the committee members.  This tape must be forwarded within the 48-hour time frame.

VI. The Ethics Committee Chairperson and committee members have 24 hours upon receipt of information to pass down a decision on the athlete(s) in questions.  The decision of the Ethics Committee is final.  Results of the hearing will be provided to all OCCAC Directors of Athletics and Coaches.  A report will also be provided to the Assignor of Officials. 

A. If the incident involves any player or the institution of a committee-standing member, an alternate for the committee will sit in on the hearing.  Those alternates will be selected if possible from member institutions not participating in that sport.

B. If a coach suspends an involved player for the next league contest before the Ethics Committee makes a decision, that contest will serve as the suspension required by OCCAC rule for a first-time offender.

A second offense by any athlete during his/her eligibility with the OCCAC will result in an automatic suspension from all OCCAC regular and post-season tournament play for the remainder of that season.  Further sanctions may be imposed upon review of the Ethics Committee. 

APPEALS
A student-athlete may appeal suspensions that involve more than one game.  If the student chooses to appeal, he/she will make a formal request to the Commissioner of the OCCAC to address the Board of Directors.  At this time, they may present their reasoning for appeal and any extenuating circumstances.  The Board of Directors of the OCCAC will have the final vote on the appeal of the student.  The Directors of Athletics of the institution(s) involved must abstain from the voting during the appeal process.

